GEG 101 - WORLD REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY
27710 | Spring 2019 | Tues 10:10 AM-12:05 PM, Thurs 10:10 - 11:00 AM | Rm 1P 120
DR. NERVE V. MACASPAC
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science and Global Affairs
Office Hours: Tue/Thurs 1-2PM, 2N 117
nerve.macaspac@csi.cuny.edu

GEG 101: An introduction to the major world geographic regions and countries with emphasis on population, place, location,
environment, and economic development. 3 hours; 3 credits.
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides a survey of the discipline of Geography by examining key concepts and contemporary issues
in world regional geography. Students will learn how to think geographically, become familiar with maps and
geographic concepts, and will learn more about the world and its dynamic regions. Key concepts and ideas are
reinforced through weekly reading materials, assignments, and activities. This course fulfills the Flexible Core World Cultures & Global Issues (FWGR) requirement and is designed for first and second-year undergraduates.
This course requires a significant amount of university-level reading assignments, in-class
exercises, map quizzes, independent work, and time management. Students who have a heavy
course load or full-time job should consider enrolling in a different course with requirements that match their
schedule and workload. All requirements for this course are final. There are no special credit projects in this course.
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II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
GEG 101 is designed to introduce students to the Geography curriculum. The goal is to illuminate the profoundly
international and regional character of the world we live in, and to cover a number of contemporary issues and
challenges with global implications. Most of these topics can be studied in greater depth in upper division thematic
courses at CSI. And many of them will reappear in upper division area studies focused courses as well.
This course is divided into four (4) parts. The first section introduces the students to a critical geographic approach
in understanding the dynamic concept of region. As students will soon learn, the processes through which any
region is constituted are inherently political. Such processes constantly involves a drawing, re-drawing and/or
erasure of boundaries, both on-the-ground and symbolic. The second part covers economic and political issues
central to our study of world regions such as globalization, economic development, and democratization. The third
part of the course focuses on social and cultural issues with a global significance such as transnational migration
and climate change. The fourth part focuses on social movements and experiments on sovereignty that reveals new
iterations of imagined worlds and futures.
IMPORTANT: GEG 101 is a lower division course but this is not an easy course. Weekly assigned
readings are university-level reading materials because you are a university student enrolled in a university course
(as opposed to a high school student enrolled in a high school subject). This course also expects a high standard
of student engagement and quality of work consistent to the high standards set by CUNY and CSI. If you prefer
less requirements and/or lower standards of student engagement and quality of work, this is not the course for you.
This said, I understand many of you have jobs and other personal responsibilities aside from your other courses.
Thus if you decide to take this course you are then responsible to organize your schedule in order to succeed and
meet all course requirements based on your unique circumstances. Finally I teach this course with the assumption
that everyone here is an adult and responsible for their own education.
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III. REQUIRED READINGS

I will provide all required weekly reading materials to you free-of-charge.You will not spend any money to buy a
textbook. I have prepared also the reading materials as a PDF. You do not have to go to the library to request for a
copy or scan the readings. Your responsibility is to download the reading materials ahead of time, read, and
understand the materials.
IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
This course places an emphasis on continuous engagement with the assigned readings, lectures, assignments and
activities. There are six primary elements to the course work and expectations.
A. Weekly Response Papers: It is assumed that everyone will come to class ready to discuss the readings. To
facilitate this, students are expected to write weekly 500 word, approximately one (1) page singlespaced with 1-inch margins and font size 11. Each response paper will a) summarize the arguments of
the assigned reading, b) analyze a particular argument, debate, topic or set of topics from the readings, and c)
identify one (1) discussion question directly related to the reading. These weekly short papers are designed to
encourage close reading and analysis of the assigned reading materials and to facilitate class discussions.
Response papers are to be uploaded using Turnitin on the course Blackboard webpage no later than 5:00 PM
each Saturday (think 2:00 PM Saturday to anticipate any cause of delay and avoid missing the deadline). Students
have a week to complete the weekly response papers. Submission link will automatically close after 5 pm Saturday
and late submissions will not be accepted. No excuses, no exemptions. Only response papers uploaded
on Turnitin before the last day of submission will be accepted. Response papers submitted by email will
not be graded.
In total there are twelve (12) weeks of response papers, which means that there are 12 distinct response paper
scores. Grades, however, will be based on the eleven (11) highest response paper scores. In other words,
everyone in the class gets one (1) ‘pass’ where due to whatever factor—illness, conflicting travel plans, a big
assignment due in another course, etc.—you either do poorly or do not complete a response paper on time.
B. Map Literacy Exercises: There will be eight (8) Map Literacy exercises to help you identify particular
countries and cities on a blank map. The exercises will consist of twenty (20) identification, multiple choice and/or
fill-in questions that you will answer by referring to a map that is included in the exercises. You will be asked to
identify names and/or location of countries, major states or provinces, major cities, and/or physical and human
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geographic features. Each Map Literacy exercise will be organized around the world regions: North America (all
states in the US and provinces of Canada), Latin America, Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa, Southwest Asia and North
Africa, Europe, Russian Domain, Central Asia, East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Australia and Oceania.
NOTE: Each Map Literacy exercise will have a time limit of 20 minutes. In other words, you have one (1)
minute to answer each question. The exercises will save, submit and close automatically when the time expires. This
means that once you click the link and begin each exercise, you have to complete each exercise in one sitting. This
policy is meant to restrict your time to go on the Internet or look at a reference map to search for the correct
answer. You will have a maximum of three (3) attempts per Map Literacy exercise. The top score that you
earn in all 3 attempts will be your final score for each exercise.
Each Map Literacy exercise will be available Saturday 5:00 PM and must be completed on the course Blackboard
webpage no later than 5:00 PM Saturday the following week (see specific dates on the course schedule
below). Think 2:00 PM Saturday to anticipate any cause of delay and avoid missing the deadline.
Because you have a week to complete each exercise, there is absolutely no makeups for missed Map
Literacy exercises. No excuses, no exemptions. Grades will be based on highest seven (7) Map Literacy
exercise scores. Everyone in the class gets one (1) ‘pass’ where due to whatever factor you either do poorly or did
not complete an exercise. Again, there are no makeups for missed Map Literacy exercises.
C. Midterm and Final Exams: The midterm and final exams will consist of a mix of true-false questions and
multiple choice items based on all assigned readings, lectures, regional profiles, films, Map Literacy exercises, and
discussions. All exams will be completed in class. There will be no rescheduling of the midterm or final exams save
for serious medical emergencies, which must be documented. There will be no review sessions for the
midterm and final exams. Students are expected to prepare for the exams independently.
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D. Attendance, Participation and Cooperation: Your attendance, quality of participation, and
cooperation are required in the course and will count towards your final grade.
Attendance in class is required and will be checked in random period during the class (beginning, middle or end
of the class) and through variety of forms (roll call, sign up sheet, activity submissions, in-class exercises, etc.). If you
need to be absent from the class temporarily for emergency reasons or reasons beyond your control, you should
notify me via email before the class or as soon as possible. Students who are absent in class are required to submit
a printed or digital copy of an excuse letter determined valid by a corresponding CSI office (e.g., CSI Health and
Wellness Services for medical-related reasons, etc.). Regardless of the reasons for absence, you are expected to ask
your classmates what transpired in class. If you accumulate three (3) absences with or without a valid excuse, you
will be asked to drop the course.
If you arrive late in class after 15 minutes or later for whatever factor—commute, emergency or work schedule—
be aware that your tardiness might be disruptive of the lecture, discussion or in-class activity. You are welcome to
join the class but please enter and occupy a seat as quietly as possible. If you regularly arrive late in class, you will be
asked to drop the course.
Quality of participation refers to your ability to articulate thoughtful analysis in class that demonstrate you
completed and understand the assigned reading. This also refers to your ability to summarize and compare and
contrast different arguments from the assigned materials you will read throughout the course. Further, quality of
participation also refers to your ability to examine the concepts and theories you will learn in class in relation to
historical or contemporary geographic phenomena around the world. I also assess your quality of participation
based on your improvement in critical thinking, written and oral communication skills throughout the course.
Finally, there will be in-class activities (individual, paired or group; oral, written or interactive) and all activities you
will complete during the class are required and included in your grade.
Quality rather than quantity of engagement is valued. Be self-aware if you are lowering the level of discourse and/
or taking up too much space in class discussions. Questions directly related to the assigned weekly readings and
course content will be given top priority during class. Questions related to course requirements that are addressed
in the syllabus will not be answered and students will be reminded to re-read the syllabus. Questions about student
grade and performance will be answered during office hours only for confidentiality and not during class.
Cooperation refers to your ability to be a productive (as opposed to a disinterested, unmotivated and/or
disruptive) member of this class. If you are not interested with the assigned reading materials and topic or unable
or unwilling to cooperate, please consider enrolling in another course to allow students who are invested to learn
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the materials in this course the maximum value of their time and work in studying about the topics discussed in the
course. If you are not interested to study the materials in the course and be a productive member of this class, be
self-aware that you are affecting the learning experience of your classmates who allot time, hard work and money
to be here to study and learn.
NOTE ON ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Students are allowed to use laptops and tablets in class only in
designated periods during class as determined by the professor. In other words, do not bring out, open
or use your laptop, tablet or mobile phone in class unless instructed by the professor to
complete specific in-class activities.
Not only is taking notes by hand more effective in long-term comprehension but it also requires you to engage
effectively and ‘be present’ in the discussion (see Asso. for Psychological Science, 2014, “Taking notes by hand for
better long-term comprehension,”sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/04/140424102837.htm).
Please remove your headphones, set your mobile phone on silent, and keep them in your bag before entering the
lecture hall. It is impossible to actively engage in class while you are involved in other activities or another
‘discussion’ on your mobile phone, laptop or tablet, if you are listening to music on your headphones, and/or if you
are chatting with other students. Be self-aware that these habits are disruptive and distract you from learning, your
classmates’ learning experience, and the professor. I will announce in class when students may use electronic
devices and only to complete in-class activities and course requirements.
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To be clear, do not use your mobile phones to call, receive a call, send and read text messages, or browse the web
or your social media while in class. Keep your mobile phone, tablet or laptop in your bag and restrain yourself from
taking it out during class activity unless directed by the professor. Students who are repeatedly engaging
in texting, chatting, web browsing, watching TV series or movies, wearing headphones, and
other activities that distract the professor and class will be asked to leave, marked absent,
and/or requested to drop the course.
IMPORTANT: Students are expected to follow and observe respectful and professional conduct at all times. This
course is taught with the assumption that everyone here is an adult and a university student (in other words, you
are not a high school student and not regarded as one). I expect each of you to be responsible for your university
education regardless of your unique circumstances.
Finally, each of us in this class is responsible in creating our classroom as a safe, respectful, enjoyable and
intellectually engaging space for learning and critical thinking. Students are expected to offer respect, dignity,
kindness and empathy to each other at all times and particularly if there is a conflict of analysis during discussions.
Integrity, respect, ethics and professionalism will guide our discussions to maintain a productive, supportive and
intellectually rewarding learning environment for all.
As CUNY students, be self-aware that you are governed by the following disciplinary policies:
a. Rules and Regulations for the Maintenance of Public Order pursuant to Article 129-A of
the Educational Law (cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/ovsa/policies/rules-for-maintenance-of-publicorder/)
b. CUNY Bylaws (policy.cuny.edu/bylaws/article-xv/); and
c. Core values of Impact, Excellence, Partnerships, Equity, Curiosity, and Teamwork that
CUNY is known for (cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/evaluation/about-us/our-mission-vision-corevalues-2/).
Any case of disorderly behavior, non-cooperation, obstruction or disruption of teaching and student learning,
conduct that threatens the health and safety of any person, and other violations of the above-mentioned policies
will be referred to CSI Student Affairs Officer for investigation (see policy.cuny.edu/bylaws/article-xv/).
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IV. BASIS OF GRADE
Weekly Response Papers (top 11 scores)
Map Quizzes (top 7 scores)
Midterm Exam
Final Exam
Attendance, Quality of Participation, and Classroom Cooperation

25%
15%
25%
25%
10%

Grading scale for the final grade:
100 - 93% = A
90 - 92.9% = A89.9 - 87 = B+
86.9 - 83 = B
82.9 - 80 = B79.9 - 77 = C+
76.9 - 70 = C
69.9 - 62 = D
61.9 - 0 = F
Final grades are final. The registrar has strict rules about retroactively changing grades. If you believe that
extraordinary extenuating circumstances merit consideration for your grade, issues must be raised during the
semester in a timely fashion before final grades are submitted and not after grades have been submitted. No
retrospective excuses or individualized requests for extra credit will be considered.
V. ACADEMIC HONESTY, CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
CUNY policy states that academic dishonesty including cheating, plagiarism, internet plagiarism and obtaining unfair
advantage multiple submissions is prohibited, and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and
expulsion.
As per CUNY academic policy:
• Cheating includes copying from another student during an examination or allowing another to copy your work.
Unauthorized collaboration, taking an examination for another student or asking or allowing another student to
take an examination for you are all cases of cheating.
• Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writing as your own. Copying another
person’s actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes attributing the words to their source
and presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging the source are all
cases of plagiarism.
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All weekly response paper submissions must be your original work and will be checked for plagiarism
using Turnitin. Be self-aware that Turnitin matches your submission to every written material in the Internet and
shows the professor not only each part of a student submission that has been copied but also the original source
including the name of the author (some students will copy and paste text even from a high school paper found on
the Internet—do not be this college student). If you re-submit or copy from your previous essay that you have
submitted in other courses, this also constitutes plagiarism.
When you write your weekly response papers, you will use Chicago style citation to avoid plagiarism. Students
are expected to train on their own how to properly cite using Chicago-Style at the beginning of the course. Learn
here: chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
Finally, any case of cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you cheat or plagiarize in
the weekly response papers, Map Literacy exercises, Midterm and Final Exams, and other class activities, you
automatically receive an F in the course and your case reported to the appropriate CUNY office for investigation.
No excuses, no exemptions.
Be proactive in protecting your academic integrity. Review the policy, other examples of what acts constitute a
violation of academic honesty, and list of strategies in preventing academic dishonesty immediately: csi.cuny.edu/
sites/default/files/pdf/facultystaff/handbook/Appendix_L_CUNY_Policy_Academic_Integrity.pdf
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VI. COURSE SCHEDULE
WK TUE
1

Jan
29

THU
COURSE WELCOME
Course Syllabus and
Requirements

Jan 31

WHAT IS
GEOGRAPHY?
Geography as
Knowledge &
Profession

Feb 2 Response Paper 1,
due 5 PM: Martin Lewis
and Karen Wigan, “CH6:
World Regions: An
Alternative Scheme,” Myth of
Continents, University of
California Press, 1997

Feb 7

WHAT IS
GEOGRAPHIC
LITERACY?

Feb 9 Response Paper 2,
due 5 PM: Martin Lewis
and Karen Wigan,
“Conclusion,” Myth of
Continents, University of
California Press, 1997

Assignment before
Thurs:
- Introduce yourself with a
photo on the course
webpage on Blackboard,
under Welcome &
Introductions thread
2

Feb 5 WORLD REGIONS
Part 1
What are Regions? How are
they created? And by whom
and for what?

SAT

Material:
Martin Lewis and Karen
Wigan, “CH6: World
Regions: An Alternative
Scheme,” Myth of Continents,
University of California
Press, 1997

3

Feb
12

CC-BY-NC
NO CLASSES

Feb 14 FILM:
On Orientalism
(dir: Jeremy Smith,
Sanjay Talrej, Sut
Jhally, 1998)

Feb
16

Response Paper 3,
due 5 PM:
Jamaica Kincaid, A Small Place
(selected section), Farrar,
Strauss, Giroux, 1988
First Map Literacy
exercise opens at 5PM

4

Feb
19

WORLD REGIONS
Part 2
10 Principles of Critical
Metageography

Feb 21 Regional
Profile:
North America

Materials:
- On Orientalism (1998)
- Jamaica Kincaid, A Small
Place (selected section), Farrar,
Strauss, Giroux, 1988
- Martin Lewis and Karen
Wigan, “Conclusion,” Myth
of Continents, University of
California Press, 1997

Feb
23

Response Paper 4,
due 5 PM: Robert Keohane
and Joseph Nye,
“Globalization: What’s new?
What’s not? (And so what?)”
Foreign Policy, 2000
Map Literacy Exercise
1, due 5PM:
North America
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5

6

Feb
26

Mar
5

GLOBALIZATION
Material:
Robert Keohane and Joseph
Nye, “Globalization: What’s
new? What’s not? (And so
what?)” Foreign Policy, 2000

EXPLANATIONS FOR
UNEVEN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
Why are some countries rich
and others poor?

Feb 28 Regional
Profile:
Latin America &
The Caribbean

Mar 2 Response Paper 5,
due 5 PM: Jared Diamond,
“What makes countries rich
or poor?” The New York
Review of Books, 2012
Map Literacy Exercise
2, due 5PM:
Latin America & The
Caribbean

Mar 7

Regional
Profile:
Sub-Saharan Africa

Material:
Jared Diamond, “What
makes countries rich or
poor?” The New York Review
of Books, 2012

Mar 9 Response Paper 6,
due 5 PM: John Agnew,
“Sovereignty Regimes:
Territoriality and State
Authority in Contemporary
World Politics”, Annals of the
AAG, 2005
Map Literacy Exercise
3, due 5 PM:
Sub-Saharan Africa

CC-BY-NC
FILM:
Life and Debt, dir: Stephanie
Black, 2001

7

Mar
12

SOVEREIGNTY.
TERRITORIALITY
AND STATE

Mar
14

Regional
Profile:
Europe

Mar
16

Map Literacy Exercise
4, due 5 PM:
Europe
No response paper due

Material:
John Agnew, “Sovereignty
Regimes: Territoriality and
State Authority in
Contemporary World
Politics”, Annals of the AAG,
2005
8

Mar
19

MIDTERM EXAM

Mar
21

NO CLASSES

Mar
23

Response Paper 7,
due 5 PM: Cary Karacas
and David Fedman, “A
cartographic fade to black:
mapping the destruction of
urban Japan during World
War II,” Journal of Historical
Geography, 2012

9

Mar
26

GEOGRAPHIES OF
WAR

Mar
28

Regional
Profile:
East Asia, Russian
Domain, Central
Asia

Mar
30

Response Paper 8,
due 5 PM: Thomas
Carothers, “The end of the
transition paradigm.” Journal
of Democracy, 2002

FILM:
Grave of the Fireflies (dir: Isao
Takahata, 89 mins, 1988)

Guest Speaker:
Prof. Cary Karacas,
CSI
Co-author,
Cartographic Japan,
2016
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Map Literacy Exercise
5, due 5PM:
East Asia, Russian Domain,
Central Asia

10

Ap 2

DEMOCRACY AND
DEMOCRATIZATION

Ap 4

NO CLASSES

Ap 6

Material:
Thomas Carothers, “The
end of the transition
paradigm.” Journal of
Democracy, 2002

Map Literacy Exercise
6, due 5PM:
Southwest Asia & North
Africa

Regional Profile:
Southwest Asia & North
Africa
11

Ap 9

TRANSNATIONAL
MIGRATION

Ap 11

Ap
16

CLIMATE CHANGE
AND HUMAN
SOCIETIES

Ap 18

Material:
Simon Caney, “Climate
change, human rights, and
moral thresholds.” In,
Climate ethics, 2010
13

SPRING BREAK

14

Ap
30

EXPERIMENTS ON
SOVEREIGNTY

May
7

FEMINIST
GEOPOLITICS AND
QUEER FUTURITY
Material:
Sylvia Federici, Re-enchanting
the World: Feminism and the
Politics of the Commons, PM
Press, 2018

16

Ap
13

Regional
Profile:
Australia &
Oceania

Ap
20

Response Paper 10,
due 5 PM: Simon Caney,
“Climate change, human
rights, and moral thresholds.”
In, Climate ethics, 2010

May
14

Response Paper 11,
due 5 PM: Dilar Dirik,
Rojava:To Dare Imagining, AK
Press, 2016
Map Literacy Exercise
7, due 5PM:
Southeast Asia, South Asia

May 2

Material:
Dilar Dirik, Rojava:To Dare
Imagining, AK Press, 2016

15

Regional
Profile:
Southeast Asia,
South Asia

CC-BY-NC
Material:
Roger Waldinger, “Immigrant
transnationalism.”
Sociopedia.isa, 201

12

Response Paper 9,
due 5 PM: Roger Waldinger,
“Immigrant
transnationalism.”
Sociopedia.isa, 2011

Regional
Profile:
Rojava
Guest Speaker:
Matt Peterson,
filmmaker, Woodbine

May 9

May 4 Response Paper 12,
due 5 PM: Sylvia Federici,
Re-enchanting the World:
Feminism and the Politics of the
Commons, PM Press, 2018
Map Literacy Exercise
8, due 5PM:
Australia & Oceania

COURSE CONCLUSION
Last day of class
COURSE EVALUATION

FINAL EXAMS
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VII. HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE
1. Download and read required weekly reading materials as early as possible and complete
weekly response papers before the last day of submission. Do not delay.
2. Come to class prepared. Make a note or a list of topics or questions directly about the readings that you
may want to clarify or discuss in class.
3. Improve your Map Literacy. One of the best ways to familiarize yourself with the countries and
geographic location for the Map Literacy exercises is by downloading an app like TapQuiz Maps US/World Edition
(iphone) or Countries of the World (Android) or Countries Location Map Quiz (Android).
You can also find countries by accessing the following: Google Maps, Google Earth, Wikipedia, CIA Factbook, United
Nations (UN) website, and the World Bank website. Or by visiting: worldatlas.com/ and go.hrw.com/atlas/
norm_htm/world.htm. Study aides include Geography Games sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm and Traveler
IQ Challenge travelpod.com/traveler-iq. Practice outline maps and a National Geography Student World Atlas are
posted on our course webpage on Blackboard.
4. Seek support. As a CUNY CSI student, you may request and receive support that will help you achieve your
academic and professional objectives. Reach out for support and maximize the services CUNY provides to
students to help you succeed (note that most of these services have been covered by your fees). Some of these
include:
a. The Writing Center: Schedule individualized consultation to improve your writing and how to
navigate particular reading and writing assignments with The Writing Center. The Center assists students in
improving writing skills in all subject areas by providing the students with meaningful feedback and guidance and
through a better understanding of course requirements, assignments and readings. Learn more here:
english.csi.cuny.edu/writing-center.html and visit the Center in 2S-216 or call at 718.982.3635.
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b. Tutoring: The Center for Academic Student Assistance offers drop-in tutoring in 1L-117 and 1A-108.
Click here to learn more about their services: csi.cuny.edu/students/academic-assistance/tutoring
c. Research Support: Access the CUNY library catalog; articles from journals, magazines, and
newspapers; and unique digital content from the library through CSI OneSearch. onesearch.cuny.edu/primo_library/
libweb/action/search.do?vid=si
d. Library Subject Specialists: Our expert librarians offer assistance with research assignments and
projects. Visit library.csi.cuny.edu/how-do-i-contact-a-librarian/, call the reference desk at 718.982.4010 or email
your research-related questions to reference@csi.cuny.edu.
e. Counseling: The Counseling Center offers support to students with academic difficulties, such as
developing time management skills or coping with test anxiety, as well as personal development. If you wish to
receive counseling services or support, please contact the Counseling Center at 718.982.2391 or
counseling@csi.cuny.edu. You may also visit csi.cuny.edu/students/counseling-center/academic-counseling. Students
are given the opportunity to develop effective strategies that will help them achieve academic and personal success.
All counseling services are free and confidential.
f. Student Accessibility Support and Services: If you have temporary or permanent disability
and require support in order for you to successfully fulfill the requirements of this course and discussion section,
please review the information at csi.cuny.edu/campus-life/student-services/center-student-accessibility and contact
the CUNY CSI Center for Student Accessibility at 718.982.2510 or email CSA@csi.cuny.edu. You may also visit
their office in Building 1P, Room 101 to explore and request what services and support you may avail based on
your specific needs.
5. Come to office hours. My office hours are on Tue/Thurs from 1-2:00 PM at 2N 117. If you have
questions that are not addressed in this syllabus, if you need further clarification about the readings and topics
covered in class, or if you are experiencing challenges in meeting your target grade in the course, visit me during
office hours. Students may sign up for a 15-minute consultation during office hours.
To reserve a time slot, you are required to sign up in this link: doodle.com/poll/r8gsbc84ua79h7uu
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Make sure to sign up as early as possible and at least an hour before office hours to reserve a time slot that
works for you. I encourage each of you to come to office hours at least once throughout the semester. If you
plan to visit but did not sign up, you would have to wait for an available time slot or after the visit of the last
student who has signed up for office hours. If you are late to your chosen time slot and there is another student
waiting in line, the professor will meet with the next student and you would need to sign up for the next available
time slot.
Due to the large number of students enrolled in the course, I will limit individual office hour visits to 10 minutes if
there are many other students waiting. If you cannot attend regular office hours, send me an email to request for an
appointment. In the email subject line, write GEG 101 office hour request. Include in your letter at least two
(2) dates and time slots when you are available to meet along with a brief description (i.e., one or two sentences)
of the purpose of your visit.
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If you have further questions or if you need to reach me by email, you are required to write in the subject line:
GEG 101 (topic of your letter). Professors receive at least 50 emails in a day. I prioritize responding to
emails regarding concerns directly related to the course that have not been covered in the syllabus and/or class
announcements.
IMPORTANT: I reply to emails within 48 hours and between 830AM – 5PM during weekdays when class is in
session. If you sent me an email on weekends, you will get a response not later than end of Tuesday. I do not open
work emails on weekends (because it’s the weekend.) I am not available by phone or social media.
Finally, emails are official letters. Be self-aware that you are expected to present yourself and write your
letter in a professional manner. Avoid writing and sending an email that does not represent you in a way you
would like to be represented. Emails are not text messages and you must never start your email to a
professor with “hey.” As mentioned above, always use the required subject line. Second, always use a
salutation in writing to a professor and use a signature to present yourself in the best professional manner.
More guidance provided in this link: https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-theydont-sound-silly-emails-essay
VIII. REMINDERS
✓ Please do not talk during lecture. Students who ignore this policy will be asked to leave.
✓ Please do not use your smart phones during lecture.
✓ Please regularly check the syllabus for important dates related to course readings, response papers, Map
Literacy exercises, exams, and due dates.
✓ As a rule, there are no make-up exams. Please give me advance notice if circumstances prevent you from
attending when an exam will be given.
✓ I do not post lectures or lecture slides to Blackboard. Students are expected to pay attention to the lecture
and take notes. Please exchange contact information with a couple of your classmates in case you should be
absent and need notes.
✓ Cheating or plagiarism will result in a failing grade.
✓ Course schedule and reading assignments are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class and
reflected on the course website. Please visit the course website regularly for the most recent version of the
syllabus.
✓ TO COMPLETE before Thurs, Jan 31: Introduce yourself with a photo on the course webpage on
Blackboard, under Welcome & Introductions thread. Do not delay.
Welcome to GEG 101 and good luck!
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IMPORTANT: Submit this form to the course professor to be considered officially enrolled in the course.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AGREEMENT
I have read the course syllabus and understand the requirements and terms of the course. By signing this
agreement, I understand that as a student in the course I am expected to complete course requirements and
comply in the instructions in the syllabus and class announcements.
I also understand that the course requires a significant amount of university-level reading assignments,
weekly reading responses, Map Literacy exercises, in-class activities, independent work, attendance, participation,
cooperation, and time management. Further, I understand that this course expects a high standard of student
engagement and quality of work consistent to the high standards set by CUNY and CSI.
Student (Last, Full name):_____________________________ Signature: ______________ Date: __________

CC-BY-NC

ACADEMIC HONESTY AGREEMENT

I have reviewed and understand and agree to uphold and maintain academic integrity and the Academic
Integrity Policy at CUNY. I understand that my failure to do so may result in my dismissal, suspension or failure of
the course (i.e., 'F' grade).
Further, I understand that CUNY policy states that academic dishonesty including cheating, plagiarism,
internet plagiarism and obtaining unfair advantage multiple submissions is prohibited, and is punishable by penalties,
including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion.
As per CUNY academic policy:
Cheating includes copying from another student during an examination or allowing another to copy
your work. Unauthorized collaboration, taking an examination for another student or asking or allowing another
student to take an examination for you are all cases of cheating.
Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writing as your own. Copying
another person’s actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes attributing the words to their
source and presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging the source
are all cases of plagiarism.
Finally, I understand that any case of cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result to an F
in the course. Further, I understand that any case of academic dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate
CUNY office for investigation.
Student (Last, Full name):_____________________________ Signature: ______________ Date: __________

IMPORTANT: Submit this form to the course professor to be considered officially enrolled in the course.
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